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Kind Calls on Sec. Thompson to Help Rural Americans Get 

Flu Vaccines 
 
WASHINGTON, DC – Today, Congressman Ron Kind (D-WI) called on U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson to assist rural Americans’ access 
dwindling stocks of flu vaccine.  Congressman Kind wrote: 
 

Dear Secretary Thompson: 
 
I write to express my concerns regarding the shortage of our nation's flu vaccine.   
 
By now, it is well known that half of the anticipated vaccine supply will not be available because 
of contamination problems in the British production plant.  While I am pleased steps are being 
taken to deliver vaccines to VA hospitals, long-term care facilities, and the military, I remain 
worried that seniors living at home as well as infants who need the vaccination will not have 
access to it. 
 
Specifically, I have concerns about the Center for Disease Control's plans for distribution of 
vaccines in rural areas.  As you know, rural Americans tend to be older, sicker, and poorer than 
their urban counterparts.  It is of extreme importance that these Americans have access to flu 
vaccines.  WINS Occupational Health Services, a company in Wisconsin's Third Congressional 
District, was scheduled to administer 100,000 vaccinations, the majority of which would have 
gone to high risk individuals in rural areas in Wisconsin and the surrounding states.  As a small 
company, WINS Occupational Health Services is likely to suffer financial losses.  Clearly, there 
are serious economic and health issues to be considered.  WINS Occupational Health Services 
has said that they will need a minimum of 45,000 vaccinations to serve the needy population. 
 
Furthermore, I believe government and public health officials in this country need to revisit our 
approach to ordering and disseminating the flu vaccine.  Private companies assume the bulk of 
the financial risk when ordering flu vaccines, and the CDC does not have a formal tracking 
system for the vaccine.  I applaud the recently-announced effort to track influenza outbreaks and 
vaccine counts, but I believe our country needs to institute a more formal and long-term tracking 
system. 
 
I look forward to working with the CDC to attempt to solve the problems facing the country, and 
the rural areas in particular, due to the vaccine shortage.  Thank you in advance for your 
consideration and reply. 

-end- 


